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in collaboration with the Task Force and
Federal, tribal, State, and local government
representatives, shall jointly convene, within
18 months, a series of regional forums to
identify promising practices and approaches
on how to share information, provide assist-
ance to schools, develop partnerships, and
coordinate intergovernmental strategies sup-
portive of accomplishing the goals of this
order. The Departments of Education and
the Interior shall submit a report on the fo-
rums to the Task force, which may include
recommendations relating to intergovern-
mental relations.

Sec. 4. School pilot sites. The Depart-
ments of Education and the Interior shall
identify a reasonable number of schools
funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
and public schools that can serve as a model
for schools with American Indian and Alaska
Native students, and provide them with com-
prehensive technical assistance in support of
the goals of this order. A special team of tech-
nical assistance providers, including Federal
staff, shall provide assistance to these schools.
Special attention shall be given, where appro-
priate, to assistance in implementing com-
prehensive school reform demonstration pro-
grams that meet the criteria for those pro-
grams established by the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 1998 (Public Law 105–78), and to
providing comprehensive service delivery
that connects and uses diverse Federal agen-
cy resources. The team shall disseminate ef-
fective and promising practices of the school
pilot sites to other local educational agencies.
The team shall report to the Task Force on
its accomplishments and its recommenda-
tions for improving technical support to local
educational agencies and schools funded by
the BIA.

Sec. 5. Administration. The Department
of Education shall provide appropriate ad-
ministrative services and staff support to the
Task Force. With the consent of the Depart-
ment of Education, other participating agen-
cies may provide administrative support to
the Task Force, consistent with their statu-
tory authority, and may detail agency em-
ployees to the Department of Education, to
the extent permitted by law.

Sec. 6. Termination. The Task Force es-
tablished under section 2 of this order shall
terminate not later than 5 years from the date
of this order.

Sec. 7. General provisions. This order is
intended only to improve the internal man-
agement of the executive branch and is not
intended to, and does not, create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en-
forceable at law or equity by a party against
the United States, its agencies or instrumen-
talities, its officers or employees, or any other
person. This order is not intended to pre-
clude, supersede, replace, or otherwise dilute
any other Executive order relating to Amer-
ican Indian and Alaska Native education.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 6, 1998.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 10, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on August 11.

Memorandum on Economic
Development in American Indian
and Alaska Native Communities
August 6, 1998

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Commerce, the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, the Secretary of the
Interior, the Secretary of the Treasury,
Administrator of the Small Business
Administration

Subject: Economic Development in
American Indian and Alaska Native
Communities

Across America, communities are rec-
ognizing that technology and information
technologies are key to creating economic
opportunities and increasing productivity.
My Administration has made substantial
gains in spurring the development of an ad-
vanced information infrastructure in order to
bring the benefits of the Information Age to
all Americans.

Looking to the future, we know that tech-
nology is critical to economic growth. We
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need to stimulate the growth of modern pro-
duction facilities, small business incubators,
capital access for start-up companies, and
strategic planning to develop a vision for
technologically competent communities. In
particular, as telecommunications and infor-
mation technologies continue to play a key
role in providing new job and educational op-
portunities, we must ensure that all of our
communities are able to participate fully in
the new information economy.

Because of their often remote locations,
American Indian and Alaska Native commu-
nities stand to benefit greatly from the Infor-
mation Age, yet are in grave danger of being
left behind. For example, a recent Depart-
ment of Commerce study on Internet and
computer usage in America shows that, al-
though many more Americans now own com-
puters, minority and low-income households
are still far less likely than white and more
affluent households to have personal com-
puters or access to the Internet. Even more
disturbing, this study reveals that this ‘‘digital
divide’’ between households of different
races and income levels is growing. We must
act to ensure that American Indian and Alas-
ka Native communities gain the new tools
they need to battle high levels of unemploy-
ment and low per-capita income.

The ability to own a home and have access
to capital are also very important for eco-
nomic development. Residents of Indian res-
ervations encounter several unique issues
when seeking to obtain a mortgage. Trust
land status, tribal sovereignty, and require-
ments to gain clear title from the Bureau of
Indian Affairs are examples of issues that
lenders and borrowers must grapple with
during the mortgage lending process. Thus,
individuals seeking to acquire a homesite
lease or a residential mortgage are often re-
quired to obtain approval from several Fed-
eral, tribal, State, and local agencies as well
as private providers.

I am proud that the Department of Com-
merce, particularly through the Economic
Development Administration, has a 30-year
history of investing over $730 million in eco-
nomic development projects in American In-
dian and Alaska Native communities, work-
ing with its existing network of 65 tribal plan-
ning organizations. Additionally, the Com-

merce Department’s National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration has
funded demonstration projects that help
show Native American communities how
they can use technologies to improve the
quality of life on reservations. And the Com-
merce Department’s Minority Business De-
velopment Agency has funded eight Native
American Business Development Centers
that provide assistance with accounting, ad-
ministration, business planning, construction,
and marketing.

To continue our focus on infrastructure
technology needs and business development
in American Indian and Alaska Native com-
munities, I direct the following actions.

First, I direct the Secretary of Commerce,
in collaboration with the Department of the
Interior and tribal governments, to report
back to me within 9 months on the state of
infrastructure technology needs in Indian
communities, including distance learning fa-
cilities, telecommunications capabilities, and
manufacturing facilities. This report should
identify the infrastructure technology needs
in Indian country and set forth proposals that
would help address these needs.

Second, I direct the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, the Secretary of Commerce, and the Ad-
ministrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion to report back to me within 90 days with
a strategic plan for coordinating existing eco-
nomic development initiatives for Native
American and Alaska Native communities,
including initiatives involving the private sec-
tor. In developing this strategic plan, the Sec-
retaries and the Administrator should consult
with all interested parties, including tribal
governments and other Federal agencies and
offices—particularly, the Departments of
Housing and Urban Development, Transpor-
tation, and Agriculture. The plan should
build upon current efforts in the agencies
and detail future efforts such as providing
technical assistance, enhancing infrastruc-
ture, and developing software.

Third, I direct the Secretaries of the Treas-
ury and of Housing and Urban Development,
in partnership with local tribal governments
and in cooperation with other Federal agen-
cies—particularly, the Departments of the
Interior, Veterans Affairs, and Agriculture—
to initiate a project to help streamline the
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mortgage lending process in Indian country
in order to improve access to mortgage loans
on Indian reservations. The Secretaries
should initiate this effort through a year-long
pilot program on the Navajo Nation and in
at least one other location.

These steps, taken together, will help en-
sure the continued economic development of
American Indian and Alaska Native commu-
nities and help them recognize the full bene-
fits of the Information Age.

William J. Clinton

Statement on House Action on
Campaign Finance Reform
Legislation
August 6, 1998

The vote for final passage of the Shays-
Meehan bipartisan campaign finance reform
bill is a heartening sign for the health of our
democracy. The House vote to ban soft
money and improve disclosure, in defiance
of the Republican leadership, is a rebuke to
the cynical view that political reform can
never happen. Now, only a minority of the
United States Senate stands in the way of
campaign finance reform becoming the law
of the land. I call upon those few Senators
who now block reform to heed the actions
of the House and the will of the people and
pass bipartisan campaign finance reform. I
again congratulate Representatives Chris-
topher Shays, Marty Meehan, and all their
colleagues who set aside partisanship to make
real progress today.

Statement on Iraq’s Failure To
Comply With United Nations
Weapons Inspections
August 6, 1998

Iraq’s latest refusal to cooperate with the
international weapons inspectors is unaccept-
able. Far from hastening the day the inter-
national community lifts sanctions against
Iraq, as Iraq intends, its failure to live up
to its obligations will perpetuate those sanc-
tions and keep the Iraqi economy under tight
international control.

As a condition of the cease-fire in the Gulf
war, the United Nations demanded and Iraq
agreed to account for its nuclear, chemical,
and biological weapons and the missiles to
deliver them within 15 days, and to destroy
them. Last February, Iraq reiterated that
commitment in an agreement it signed with
U.N. Secretary-General Annan. In short,
Iraq has had it within its power to end the
sanctions by meeting this affirmative obliga-
tion, letting the inspectors finish their job,
and complying with the other relevant Secu-
rity Council resolutions.

Instead of cooperating, Iraq has spent the
better part of this decade avoiding its com-
mitments to the international community.
Recent discoveries by the weapons inspec-
tors—including new documents on chemical
munitions used in the Iran-Iraq war and
nerve gas residue on Iraqi warheads—only
underscore Iraq’s failure to meet its obliga-
tions to the world.

Iraq’s most recent refusal to cooperate
with U.N. weapons inspectors is another mis-
guided attempt to divide the international
community in order to gain the lifting of the
sanctions. These sanctions have denied Iraq
over $120 billion in resources to rebuild its
military and build more weapons of mass de-
struction. Its current tactics once again will
backfire. Unless Iraq reverses course and co-
operates fully with the international weapons
inspectors, the United States will stop any
and all efforts to alter the sanctions regime.
This will deny the Iraqi leadership what it
wants most: an end to sanctions. Because of
the expanded oil-for-food arrangement we
created last winter, the Iraqi people will con-
tinue to receive the food, medicine, and
other essential supplies they need.

The burden has always been and remains
on Iraq to disclose and dismantle its weapons
of mass destruction capability. We remain
determined to see that Iraq keeps that com-
mitment.

Remarks on Signing the Workforce
Investment Act of 1998
August 7, 1998

Thank you very much, and good morning.
Thank you very much, Mr. Antosy, to Benny
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